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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BOGOTA 0413 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, CO 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF AMERICAN CITIZENS: CONSULAR ACCESS 
REF: (A) STATE 5155; (B) 76 STATE 274832 

1 . EMBASSY SENT NOTE TO FOREIGN MINISTRY AS DIRECTED REF (B) 

ON NOVEMBER 22, 1976. NO RESPONSE YET RECEIVED. AMBASSADOR 
UNABLE TO MAKE JOINT APPROACH AS SUGGESTED STATE 5155 AS HE HAD 
ALREADY MET WITH ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PROTOCOL ON THELAN 
CASE BEFORE TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 

2. FOLLOWUP MADE TODAY BY TELEPHONE WITH JURIDICAL DEPARTMENT, MFA 
(THIS WEEK IS FIRST AFTER LONG CHRISTMANS/YEAR END VACATION). 

IN RESPONSE TO DIRECT QUESTION, DEP CHIEF JURIDICAL DEPARTMENT 
STATED MFA HAS NO OBJECTION TO DISCUSSIONS SUGGESTED IN OUR NOTE AND 
THAT JUSTICE MINISTRY IS ORGANIZING LEGAL STAFF FOR SUCH DISCUSSIONS. 
EMBOFF WAS TOLD REPLY WOULD BE FORTHCOMING WHEN GOC POSITION WAS 
ESTABLISHED. 

3. DESPITE APPARENT CONCILIATORY TONE OF REPLY, EMBASSY BELIVES 
PROMPT ACTION ON MATTER UNLIKELY. WILL FOLLOW UP WITH ADDITIONAL 
APPROACHES AT END OF MONTH, BY WHICH TIME MFA SHOULD HAVE 
RECEIVED REPOT OF DEPARTMENT S CONVERSATIONS ON THIS 

MATTER WITH COLOMBIAN EMBASSY. 
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